
Details, details: Shlomo Dary of De Pere engraves a Ltd. The firm shares a building with Industrial 
tool that will emboss napkins at Printco Industries Engraving and Manufacturing Corp. in Pittsfield. 


Pittsfield embraces the new 



The Pittsfield file 

■ Population: 2,272. 

■ The pits: The town of Pittsfield is 
named after the gravel pits in the 
area. 

■ Must see: A wooden bridge over 
railroad tracks near Anston and the 
defunct Irene's Tavern, between 
Kunesh and Anston, with his and 
hers privies. 

■ Location: The six-square-mile 
town is at the northwest corner of 
Brown County. 


Town preserves 
familiar warmth 

By Randi Ostro 

Press-Gazette 

Pittsfield is an agricultural community 
that retained its charm while embracing 
industry. 

"Everybody is included into the neigh¬ 
borhood, through church and school," 
said lone Stender, 1552 Kunesh Road. 
_ Welcoming 

Press-Gazette photos people into 
by Joan Gutheridge this communi- 

- ty at the 

northwest corner of Brown County is a 
tradition as old as the town, which was 
chartered in 1849. 

The Pittsfield attitude hasn’t changed, 
though the landscape has. 

"Everything is new around here now,” 
said one of Pittsfield’s oldest residents, 
Herman Stender, lone’s father in-law, 
who also lives at 1552 Kunesh Road. He 
turns 95 on Dec. 29. "Built right up 
around us was all stumps and brush. My 
brothers and me cleared the land.” 

Three communities evolved on that 
land: Anston, Kunesh and Mill Center. 
Irish, Germans and Poles settled here. 
But little remains of old Pittsfield. 


That doesn’t mean the town is dying. 
Industrial Engraving and Manufactur¬ 
ing Corp. and Printco Industries Ltd., 
both of 5324 Kunesh Road, Pulaski; the 
Homestead Supper Club, 6365 Cotton¬ 
wood Drive, Pulaski: two taverns and 
S&L Motors, Wisconsin 32, Pulaski, have 
withstood the test of time. 

Adapting is the key, said John 
Stender, lone’s husband. 

The Homestead Supper Club has been 
called Sticks and Ribs and Cable Hogue. 
It once was a bowling alley. Now, it has 
banquet facilities for 600. 

S&L Motors once sold farm imple¬ 
ments but now sells cars, said Town 
Clerk Mary Rose Ullmer, 3487 County 
Road, Pulaski. 


Residents said they miss the motherly 
concern of Irene Bailies, who ran a small 
tavern. During holidays, she rented a 
banquet room, treating all her customers 
to a festive meal. 

During the rest of the year, the tavern 
was more than just a bar. 

"Going there was like going home.” 
said Town Chairman Lee Streckenbach, 
2857 Brown County C. 

Irene’s Tavern closed about four years 
ago after she died. 

"It is a void that nobody could fill after 
she died,” Streckenbach said. "She 
raised half of the kids in this town.” 

What residents fondly referred to as 
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Town leaders: From left, Pittsfield Town Chairman 
Lee Streckenbach, Clerk Mary Rose Ullmer and 
Supervisor John Ignatowski stand outside Town Hall. 


At home in Pittsfield: John Stender, left, and his 
father Herman Stender, who turns 95 this month, are 
longtime residents of the town of Pittsfield. 
















□ Pittsfield 

"A'nston Mall,” a white elephant 
shop and cash liquidators, is at the 
hub of "downtown.” 

Down Kunesh Road in a former 
cheese factory is the paper emboss¬ 
ing company, Industrial Engrav¬ 
ing and Manufacturing, and 
Printco Industries, which prints lo¬ 
gos on bread bags. 

"Even though we’re located in 
the country and not in the metrop¬ 
olis, we’re still strategically locat¬ 
ed as far as the paper industry 
goes," said Printco’s president, 
Otto Mogged III. Industrial En¬ 
graving has been in Pittsfield for 
32 years. Printco has shared the 
building since 1983. 


With about 110 employees, the 
two companies draw about 60 per¬ 
cent of their workers from the im¬ 
mediate area, said John De Mille, 
Industrial Engraving president. 

The influx of technology 
changed the way of life. Now, resi¬ 
dential property is mixed in with 
agricultural land on the east side. 

"It’s swinging more toward resi¬ 
dential — about half of Pittsfield 
is,” Streckenbach said. "But the 
other half probably never will be.” 

Still, the main occupation is 
farming, though it is shifting from 
dairy to cash crops, John Stender 
said. 

"It’s just a peaceful life," Ullmer 
said. 


■ Next week: Bolt in Kewaunee 
County 



